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World Athletics Championships in Budapest and
Hungarian sport heritage in a nutshell

Hungary hosts the biggest event in the country’s history this
stummer. After giving place to the FINA World Championships
in 2017 and 2022, Budapest now Is preparing for the 2023 World
Athletics Championships that will be held between 19-27 August
2023. The World Athletics Championships are a biennial athletics
competition. Alongside the Olympic Games, they represent the
highest level championships of senior international outdoor
athletics competition for track and field athletics globally. On this
occasion more than 2,000 athletes from over 200 countries will
come to Hungary for 9 days and will compete in the brand new,
purpose-built National Athletics Centre.

Hungary has a rich sporting culture, and several sports are
popular among Hungarians, but football (soccer) has been the
most popular of all times. Hungary played in the world cup final
and came in second as early as in 1938, but the greatest footballing
era came In the 1950s when the country had a team known as
the "Golden Team" or "Magical Magyars." The team featured
exceptional players like Ferenc Puskas, Zoltan Czibor, and Sandor
Kocsis, who all played later in Real Madrid and FC Barcelona. The
Golden Team showcased a dynamic and attacking style of play
and achieved remarkable success. With them and other brilliant
players Hungary reached the final of the FIFA World Cup in 1954,
held in Switzerland. They played a thrilling brand of foothall
and defeated strong teams like Brazil and Uruguay along the
way. However, they lost to West Germany in the final, narrowly
missing out on becoming World Champions. In spite of the fact that
Hungary never became a world champion, the National Teain has
been successful in Olympic football, winning three gold medals.
Hungary triumphed at the Olympic Games in 1952 in Helsinki 1952,
and in Tokyo in 1964, and they defended their trophy in Mexico
City in 1968, From all of the players, Ferenc Puskds was arguably
Hungary's most celebrated footballer. He played a vital role in the

success of the Golden Team and he is considered one of the greatest
players of all time. Puskds had incredible goal-scoring ability and
went on to have a remarkable club career with Real Madrid.

The other great love of Hungarians are the Summer Olympic
Games. Usually, life stops for a few weeks every four years
during the games and everyone hangs on the screens. Hungary
has consistently ranked among the top nations in terms of total
medal count, Starting to count from 1896 Athens and up to Tokyo,
Hungary had won a total of 523 medals in the Summer Olympics
(183 gold, 157 silver, and 183 bronze). This places Hungary among
the top countries in terms of Olympic success relative to its
population size. Water sports, athletics and fencing are the most
popular, but first and most of all, people are obsessed with water
polo in which the men’s team won Olympic gold 9 times, being the
most successful nation in the sport’s Olympic history, and also the
only one which reached the top 3 times in a row in Sydney; Athens,
and Beijing in 2000, 2004 and 2008.

As the above shows, Hungarians are crazy about sports and
sporting events. This is why the country’s air in recent years is to
host as many major sporting events as possible. The World Athletics
Championships Budapest 2023 are about showing the world the
best that Hungary has to offer, a true celebration of sporton a
unique stage. It is the first time that Central Europe will play host to
the most important event of athletics, and with its world heritage
sites and incredible panorama, Budapest is set to provide the
perfect backdrop for athletes and fans alike.
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