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Hungarian Cinematography - The Impact of Hungarian Filmmakers

A common saying within the Hollywood film industry in the mid-
1900s was that it is not enough to be Hungarian; one must also
Dbe talented. From the pioneering days of the silent film era to the
present day, Hungarian filmmakers have contributed significantly
to the art of storytelling on the silver screen.

To illustrate the validity of this statement, numerous Hungarians
were among the founding figures of the Hollywood film industry,
leaving a legacy in film history. Highlighting only a few examples,
Adolph Zukor left a notable legacy through the founding of
Paramount Pictures, and William Fox was the founder of the
Fox Film Corporation, which is known today as the 20th Century
Fox. Another notable person of the film industry is Alexander
Korda, who was even knighted by the Queen in 1942 at Churchill's
recommendation, in recognition of his outstanding achievements.

Not to mention Michael Curtiz, the director of Casablanca, whose

masterpiece has forever etched his name in the annals of film

history. An interesting fact about Curtiz, that all of Hollywood was

familiar with his Franzstadt (a district of Budapest) accent, there

were lots of anecdotes circulating about his so-called curtizisms.

One of the more famous anecdotes about him is when he asked for

a puddle for one of the scenes, only to be given a poodle instead due

to his accent.

And not only Hungarians who emigrated to America achieved
success in the film industry. By 1918, Hungary had become the fifth
largest film producer in the world, Hungarian filmmakers and the
Hungarian film industy were on the upswing among others with
the Academy Award-winning and three-time Oscar-nominated
director Istvan Szabd.

At the turn of the millennium, a new generation of filmmakers
took the stage. Today's Hungarian cinema is shaped by several
international successes, individual styles and diverse themes and
genres.

Whether it's LdszIo Nemes Jeles, who directed the Oscar-winning
film Son of Sawl in 2016, or 1ldikd Enyedi, another Oscar-nominated
filmimaker, who won the Golden Bear Award in Berlin in 2017 for
her special film On Body and Soul. Also worth highlighting is the
Oscar-winning short film Everyone, directed by Kristof Dedk.

Another interesting fact is that the Hungarian film industry attracts
many global film companies, Thanks to the favourable conditions,
Hungary has the second largest share of service productions in
Europe behind the UK. As a result, most of the film Dune was also
shot in the country, with Hungarian set designer Zsuzsanna Sipos
winning the Oscar at the 94th Academy Awards.

Looking ahead, we hope that the Hungarian film industry will
continue its current development. The increasing prominence
of related service productions Is instrumental in this, providing
Hungarian film professionals with an exceptional opportunity to
glean knowledge from world-renowned filmmakers.

To celebrate our film heritage, the 5th Hungarian Film Days were
recently held this October, showcasing seven films by the acclaimed
director Istvan Szabd in Busan and Seoul. This event, organized by
the Liszt Institute in collaboration with the Seoul Art Center and
the Busan Cinema Center, commemorated Szahd's 85th birthday
and celebrated his outstanding contribution to cinema. Looking
ahead, the 6th Hungarian Film Days in the upcoming year promise
to exhibit the remarkable works of Hungarian female directors,
offering a diverse and captivating display of talent and creativity
for film enthusiasts.
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