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Ferenc Krausz, celebrating his success in Garching at the Max-Planck-
Institute for Quantum Optics / Source: MTI/EPA/Szilagyi Anna

Katalin Kariké, celebrating her triumph at the University of Szeged

Arts & Culture 39
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Two new scientists joining in 2023 the large group of
Hungarian Nobel laureates

In October 2023, Hungary achieved a remarkable milestone,
celebrating two Nobel laureates in the same year on the field of
Medicine and Physics. Their accomplishments serve as a source
of inspiration and highlight the significant contributions of young
scientists on the global stage. With their achieverments. Hungary can
boast 17 Nobel Laureates, demonstrating the country's contribution
to global science.

Katalin Karikd's work in the field of mRNA has not only earned
her a Nobel Prize as the first female laurate from Hungary but
has also revolutionized the world of vaccination. The biochemist’s
pioneering research paved the way for the development of mRNA-
based vaccines, such as the COVID-19 vaccines, which played a
pivotal role in managing the global pandernic. Beyond this, Kariko’s
work has the potential to transform the treatment of various
diseases, from cancer to genetic disorders, offering new hope to
patients worldwide. The researcher’s journey to the Nobel Prize
required a lot of perseverance, as she faced many difficulties and
failures during her research career. However, her strong dedication
to science has helped her to achieve remarkable results.

Ferenc Krausz, the second Hungarian Nobel laureate of 2023, has
made remarkable contributions to the field of physics. Throughout
his career, Krausz has consistently strived to explore uncharted
territories in science. As the also Hungarian Erné Rubik, the
inventor of the Rubik's Cube, once said, "One of the greatest
challenges in almost every aspect of life, and the most important

thing is to find the right questions.” Ferenc Krausz emphasized
that this notion is doubly true in the field of science. His research
in attosecond science, focusing on generating and using ultrafast
laser pulses, has expanded the limits of what can be achieved in the
field of physics. It has enabled us to open doors to new frontiers in
science, technology, and industry.

The recognition of the two new Nobel laureates has brought great
joy to the country. The Hungarian scientists and their successes,
such as discovering vitamin C, holography or MS Word and Excel
gives us a rich scientific heritage. Therefore, our ambition Is to
share these achievements and innovations with the world through
several projects, like the recently placed mural of the Rubik's Cube
in Gangnam, which symbolizes and promote Hungarian creativity
and innovation.

Katalin Kariko, Ferenc Krausz and many other talented researchers
and innovators remind us of the power of science, dedication, and
the profound impact one can have on society. Their journey provides
hope and inspiration, guiding the way for future generations of
scientists and Innovators.
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