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L'Huillier-Coburg Castle, Edelény
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Schossberger Castle, Tura

Hidden Castles in the Hungarian countryside

There are nearly two thousand
castles in Hungary, all of which
were once the homes of the
Hungarian aristocracy. Although
each has its own rich history,
some of these are more popular
with tourists than oth ers,
mostly because of their owners, dwellers and captivating history:
Hungary's largest and most beautiful Baroque castle, also known as
the "Hungarian Versailles". is located In Fertdd, Western Hungary,
but is also called Esterhdza. One of the most popular attractions is
a 126-room haroque complex with a 300-hectare park. The home
of the former Esterhdzy family, which gave the country not only
great nobles but also famous con temporary writers and national
soccer players, was brobably the most luxurious residence,
Famous composer Joseph Haydn spent almost two decacles here
in the service of Miklés Esterhdzy, who was a patron of the arts,
The cultural role of the castle is still significant, continuing the
musical tradition and providing a venue for exciting classical music
concerts and events, In its heyday, the castle not only had its own
opera house, but even Maria Theresa, Empress of Austria and

Nadasdy Castle, Nadasdladany

Queen of Hungary, visited from time to time. She once said, "When
I'want to hear good opera, Fgo to Eszterhdza.”

The other, probably the most historically significant castle js located
in Gedélld, right next to Budapest. The castle was a coronation gift
from the Hungarian state 1o Franz Joseph I and Queer Elisabeth,
also known as Sissi. The castle became the resting place of the
rayal couple, who stayed in Godills mainly in spring and fa1],
Itis rumored that Elisabeth met here several times with Count
Andrdssy, who was a Hungarian revolutionary, later prime
minister of Hungary and foreign minister of the Austr +Hungarian
Monarchy. It is said that a romantic relationship developed
hetween the two of them, which is not surprising since it was sairl
that Andréssy was the most handsome man of his time, just as
Llisabeth was the most beautiful woman in urope,

Continuing our journey through Hungary, we soon arrive at
Nddasdy Castle, one of the most beautiful Hungarian buildings
of the Historicism period. Its neo-Gothic Tudor style is a rarity in
Central Europe. According to the locals, the iron gates of the castle
park were made for Underworld, the Hollywood series starring
Kate Beckinsale, filmed here, while the upholstery of the seats in
the castle and the curtains in the grand salon were renewed during
the filming of the highly acclamied The Borgias series.

Although today we are witnessing the second heyday of these
castles, their fate was agony during the Second World War and
the following socialist era. Those that were not destroyed in the
battles were plundered and most of them were given inappropriate
functions in the 60s and 70s. In order to preserve our history and
architectural heritage, the Hungarian state decided to renovate
30 castles and fortresses and use them for tourist and cultural
purposes. The mix of the current functions of the castles widely
ranges from museums, cultural centers or some of them even first
class hotels where you can experience what the life of the nobility
was like. Castles such as Tura, a neo-Renaissance castle built in 1883
and reminiscent of Loire castles, and Andrassy Castle in Tiszdob,
a Romanesque castle said to have been built in honor of Queen
Elisabeth of Hungary and modeled after the medieval knightly
castles along the Loire in France, were part of the renovation
program. Together with the baroque Karolyi and L'Huillier-Coburg
castles and many others, they are now at the service of quality

tourism for those who want to experience the atmosphere of 19th
century aristocratic life,
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