12th LISZT – BARTÓK  INTERNATIONAL PIANO COMPETITION
SOFIA, 5 - 7 December, 2025
COMPETITION RULES 

The twelfth edition of the Liszt – Bartók International Piano Competition will  be traditionally dedicated to the Hungarian composers and pianists Ferenc Liszt and Béla Bartók in honour and commemoration of the 80th anniversary of the death of Béla Bartók. The Piano Competition is held under the patronage of the Minister of Culture of the Republic of Bulgaria.
The organizers of the Competition would like to invite pianists who are currently studying at specialized music schools or academies in Bulgaria and abroad. In doing so they hope to continue to support and develop the interest toward the music of two Hungarian geniuses, who, each in his unique way, laid the foundations of the modern trends in composition and piano playing.
The competition is organized by the Liszt Institute - Hungarian Cultural Center Sofia and the Professor Pancho Vladigerov National Academy of Music, Sofia. 
The Competition is held with the support of the National Cultural Fund of Hungary, Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Professor Lyuba Encheva Foundation, the Sofia Music Weeks International Festival, the Ferenc Liszt Academy of Music in Budapest and DSK Bank.

Sending applications and drawing of lots
All applications should be sent to 

 HYPERLINK "mailto:uki@uki.bg" 
uki@uki.bg
 by 5 p.m., Friday, 17  November 2025. The drawing of lots to determine the performance order will take place on 24 November 2025 at the Liszt Institute - Hungarian Cultural Center Sofia (Sofia 1000, 16 Aksakov Str.). The competitors are not required to attend the drawing of lots. All competitors will be notified by email on 24 November 2025 about the schedule of their acoustic rehearsal and the order of performance. [image: image1.png]
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Competition Rules
The Competition will be held in four age groups:

Age group 1: competitors born after 31 December 2013 (up to age 11)
Age group 2: competitors born after 31 December 2009 (up to age 15)
Age group 3: competitors born after 31 December 2005 (up to age 19)
Age group 4: competitors born after 31 December 1992 (up to age 32)

The results will be announced after all auditions have been held. 
Competition Timetable:
Drawing of lots: 24 November 2025
Concert of the jury members: 5 December, Friday, 18:00
Acoustic rehearsals and concerts: the place and exact time of the rehearsals will be announced later.
Auditions: the timetable for the four different age groups will be announced at a later date.
Gala concert: 7 December, Sunday, 18:30, Concert Hall of the Pancho Vladigerov National Academy of Music Sofia
Jury
The jury of the Competition comprises renowned Bulgarian and foreign pianists and pedagogues. It is traditionally chaired by a foremost Hungarian pianist and pedagogue.

The jury reserves the right to alter the timetable of the Competition, if necessary. 
The jury’s decisions are final and not subject to appeal.

The members of the jury cannot judge the performance of their students who take part in the Competition. In the event of equal scores, the decision of the president of the jury will be taken into consideration. 
The organizers of the Competition should not be held responsible for any personal accidents the competitors may suffer on the Competition premises or during their stay in Sofia.  We recommend all competitors to have their own travel insurance.

By signing the Registration Form, each candidate attests that he or she has agreed to the Rules of the Competition. 
It is recommended that participants play works according to their age group. Competitors are not allowed to include in their programme any works they have performed in previous editions of this competition.
Competitors and their teachers will have the opportunity to consult with members of the jury regarding the pieces to be performed.
Competitors are responsible for their own travel expenses. The organizers are unable to provide accommodation for the competitors.
Competitors are not required to pay an entry fee. 
The candidates must complete the attached Registration Form and send it by e-mail to the Liszt Institute - Hungarian Cultural Center Sofia  at uki@uki.bg, together with: 
1) Copy of their birth certificate or ID, 
2) A recent photo of the candidate (passport size)

3) A freely written letter including a brief biography, details of former education, piano teachers, and participation in concerts

Applications can also be submitted in person at the Office of the Secretary of the Liszt Institute - Hungarian Cultural Center Sofia.

Deadline for submission of applications – 17 November 2025
Liszt Institute - Hungarian Cultural Center Sofia - 1000, 16 Aksakov Str.
Tel. 02 987 23 07, 987 29 63

e-mail: uki@uki.bg https://culture.hu/bg/sofia Този имейл адрес е защитен от спам ботове. Трябва да имате пусната JavaScript поддръжка, за да го видите. [image: image3.png]



Opening hours (administration): 9 a.m. – 5.30 p.m. (Monday – Thursday)
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. (Friday)
COMPETITION REPERTOIRE
Age group 1 – up to age 11
Performance should last 8 – 12 min.
І. A performance of at least 4 minutes, including works from Béla Bartók's Collection for Children, Ten Easy Piano Pieces, or Mikrokosmos III-IV-V.

ІІ. One piece of the candidate's own choice (from his/her own repertoire, possibly by Ferenc Liszt, but not mandatory)

Age group 2 – up to age 15
Performance should last 15-18 min.

I. One piece by Ferenc Liszt, 

II. One piece by Béla Bartók (a complete piece or a selection of min. 5 minutes from e.g. "For the Children", "Mikrokosmos", "10 light pieces for children", "14 Bagatelles", "9 small piano pieces"), 

III. One piece of the candidate's own choice (from his/her own repertoire)
Age group 3 – up to age 19
Performance should last 25-30 min.

I. One or more pieces by Ferenc Liszt
II. One piece by Béla Bartók (complete piece or at least 4 pieces from the Volume VI of Mikrokosmos), 

III. One piece of the candidate's own choice (from his/her own repertoire)

Age group 4 – up to age 32
Performance should last 45-50 min.

Candidates perform in one round only

I. One or more pieces by Ferenc Liszt

II. One or more pieces by Béla Bartók
III. One piece of the candidate's own choice (from his/her own repertoire)

The repertoire should contain at least one piece by a composer from the following:

- Ferenc Liszt: Mephisto-Waltz, Spanish Rhapsody, Dante Sonata, Piano Sonata in B Minor, Grosses Konzertsolo, Dance of Death - solo variation

- Béla Bartók: "Sonata", "Dance Suite", Improvisations on Hungarian Peasant Songs Op. 20, Out of doors
PRIZES:
Age group 1:

First Prize – material prize
Second Prize – material prize 
Third Prize – material prize 
Age group 2:

First Prize – 500 BGN 
Second Prize – 400 BGN 
Third Prize – 300 BGN 
Age group 3:

First Prize – 900 BGN 
Second Prize – 800 BGN 
Third Prize – 700 BGN 
Age group 4:

First Prize – 2000 BGN 

Second Prize – 1600 BGN 

Third Prize – 1300 BGN 

*

Special Prize awarded by the Professor Lyuba Encheva Foundation for Overall Performance 

Special Prize awarded by the Ambassador of Hungary to Bulgaria
Special Prize awarded by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Bulgaria - scholarships for winners in grades VIII-XII under the Regulation on support for talented young people
Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music Special Prize - concert opportunity in the concert hall of the Liszt Academy, Budapest in 2024

Concert opportunity - for all group winners during the Sofia Music Weeks

Concert opportunity in one of the Liszt Institutes from the network of Liszt Institutes

Ferenc Liszt Special Prize – 700 BGN 

Béla Bartók Special Prize – 700 BGN 
11th LISZT – BARTÓK  INTERNATIONAL PIANO COMPETITION
SOFIA, 5 - 7 December, 2025
Registration Form

First name:

Surname:

Nationality:
Date of birth:

Address:
Contacts – telephone:

Contacts – e-mail:

The applicant would like to apply in age group
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(Mark with “x” the selected age group)

The applicant’s competition repertoire:
Date:

Signature of the applicant:
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