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Street Art in downtown Budapest, Hungary, source: Neopaint Works
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Players compete in solvmg Rubik's cubes during the final of the 2007 Rubik's Cube
World Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Source: AP / Bela Szandelszky

Rubik’s Cube, the most well-known Hungarian invention

In mid-August this summer Songdo hosts the Rubic Cube World
Championship which attracts thousands of competitors and
enthusiasts every second year from all over the world. The World
Cube Association has had over 100,000 competitors across 140
different countries and they are even planning to widen the cubing
community, which has been growing steadily since their founding
in 2004.

But what is the story behind the — probably - most popular toy of all
times?

The legendary mechanical puzzle was invented by Hungarian
architect and professor Erné Rubik in 1974. It consists of a cube-
shaped structure made up of smaller cubes that can be twisted and
turned. The goal is to arrange the colors on each face of the cube so
that each face is a single color.

Ernd Rubik, the inventor of the cube, at the age of 29, as an assistant
professor at the College of Applied Arts in Budapest - now Moholy-
Nagy University of Art and Design - wanted to illustrate spatial
movements. Thus was born the 3x3x3 version, consisting of 27
cubes, with specially carved elements that held each other together,
making each side of the cube rotate around the center. In order to
keep track of the movement of the elements, he marked the sides
with different colors. Although it was designed for educational
purposes, the cube became famous as a logic puzzle game.

The Rubik's Cube gained widespread popularity in the 1980s and
has remained a classic puzzle with over 450 million cubes sold ever
since. It requires logical thinking, problem-solving skills, and spatial

awareness to solve. The cube has a total of 43 quintillion possible
combinations, making it a challenging puzzle to master.

Over the years, the Rubik's Cube has inspired numerous
competitions, events, and communities dedicated to solving it as
quickly as possible. Speedcubing, as it is known, involves solving the
cube within the shortest time possible. There are different solving
methods and algorithms that speedcubers use to achieve faster
times.

In the last 49 years, the Rubik’s Cube has also become a symbol
of creativity, innovation, perseverance, and ingenuity starring in
hundreds of movies, books and comics. It has inspired various
artistic interpretations and has been used in fields such as
mathematics, computer science, and education to promote critical
thinking and problem-solving skills.

The Rubik’s Cube is an excellent symbol of Hungary, that has given
the world 14 Nobel laureates, or researchers such as Katalin Kariko
who is behind Pfizer’s COVID vaccine. Therefore, one of the next
artistic projects of the Hungarian Cultural Center in Seoul will be
a large-scale mural painting in Gangnam, depicting the cube and
honoring Erné Rubik as a symbol of the Hungarian creativity.

=olp|AEEI|2| 2ot BT

o TOS

Liszt Institute - Hungarian Cultural Center Seoul




