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Winter Wonderland in Hungary

People who have visited Hungary usually say that you haven't seen
the country if you haven't been there in all four seasons, because
each season reveals a surprisingly different face. The same goes for
Budapest, which you should visit at least twice, because in winter it
turns into a winter wonderland with its Christmas markets, winter
sports and fairytale snow-covered landscapes in the Buda hills.

Let's plan a perfect Advent weekend in Hungary. Budapest is also
known for its charming Christmas markets, which add a festive
atmosphere to the city during the holiday season, and doesn't end
right after Christmas. Throughout the city center you can hop
from square to square experiencing different Advent markets.
Mulled wine, Christmas strudel and traditional dishes along with
Hungarian arts and crafts line the stalls of several markets, from
the smaller ones to the famous St. Stephen’s Basilica Christmas
Market. Budapest's Advent Basilica was chosen as the best festive
event by the travel portal European Best Destination, competing
with events in 21 other European cities. We are not surprised, as
it was also voted the best Christmas market in Europe in 2020 and
2022, earning the title of "Standing Star of Christmas Fairs".

If you are already full and feel the need for some sports activity, all
you have to do is take the Christmas tram and look for the nearest
skating rink in the city. It's not easy to choose, as there are many,
but if you don't want to stay in the city center, take one of Europe’s
oldest metro lines, which has been operating since 1896, and try
the City Park Ice Rink, which has been open to winter sports lovers
since the 19th century. With skates on your feet and hot tea in
your hand, this is the perfect place to meet people and admire the
Vajdahunyad Castle and the famous Heroes' Square. The location is
also perfect. At the end of a cold winter's day, what could be better
than relaxing in a hot bath, which is also just a short walk away
from the ice rink? The Széchenyi Bath is the largest open-air bath
in Budapest and has been open to visitors for more than 100 years,

but you can also choose one of the four old Turkish baths if you
want to experience what a 500-year-old, still-operating relaxation
spot is like.

The next day, after you had your Hungarian breakfast in one of
the famous coffeehouses of Budapest, we recommend you to leave
the city and go to the surrounding smaller towns like Szentendre,
Esztergom, Vdc or Eger to experience the Advent atmosphere of
the historical hidden gems of Hungary. If you prefer to spend your
day in nature, head to the Buda Hills and experience the sledding
life of Normafa with a view of the landmarks of Budapest. To get
to the hills, you need to take the 150-year-old cog railway and
decide whether you prefer to sled with hundreds of other people
or admire the winter forest from the Children's Railway, one
of Budapest's most unique attractions. Like any other railroad,
it has ticket offices, diesel locomotives, signals, switches, and a
timetable. But unlike other railways, this one is run by children.
The line stretches among the Buda hills and lookout towers, forest
playgrounds, places of pilgrimage, and other attractions lie close to
the stations, making the Children’s Railway the ideal jumping-off
point for a half-day trip even for families, friends, groups, or lone
travelers.

Advent is one of the warmest and most anticipated times of the year
for us, so we invite everyone to celebrate with us. And while you
are looking for the best way to travel to Hungary, we try to bring
this atmosphere to Seoul and show the best parts of the winter
atmosphere of Hungary on giant LED screens, just like we did last
year at the Myeongdong Christmas Festival and in Hongdae.
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