Liget Birdview with flying Baloon
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House of Hungarian Music exterior

Museum of Ethnography birdview night view House of Hungarian Music interior

Liget Budapest Project
The new museum district of the Hungarian Capital

Liget means park or grove in Hungarian, and ,Liget” is one of the
oldest city parks of the Hungarian capital. The park is not only a
popular recreational area for both locals and tourists but also hasa
rich 200-year-old history.

In its heyday, the park gave place to the Millennium Exhibition that
took place in 1896 to commemorate the 1,000th anniversary of
the Hungarian presence in the ( arpathian Basin, The Millennium
Exhibition was a grand international event held in HLiget” to
showease Hungary's achievements in various fields, including ar,
industry, and culture. The exhibition aimed to highlight Hungary's
rich history, cultural heritage, and pri Jgress as a nation, During
the exhibition, numerous pavilions were constructed including
the Museum of Fine Arts and the Palace of Art, which still stand as
important cultural institutions in Budapest together with the 157
Yyears old Budapest Zoo and the famous Széchenyi Thermal Bath.

Shortly after 2010, the H ungarian government decided to initiate
a new project, called ,Liget Budapest”, to create a new museum
district. The Liget Budapest Project, Europe’s largest and most
ambitious urban cultural development envisions the complete
renewal of Budapest's most iconic public park, while fully
respecting the park’s 200-year-old heritage.

The main objectives of the Liget Budapest Project include the
construction of new museum buildings, renovation of historic
huildings, creation of green spaces, and the improvement of
the park’s infrastructure, The project is intended to create a
harmonious blend of cultural heritage, natural surroundings,
and modern architecture and involves the construction of several
new museum huildings, such as a new Museum of Fine Arts, the
Museum of Ethnography; and the House of Music Hungary. The
renovation also includes the rebuilding of some iconic buildin gs,
which were destroyed in the communist era. These new museums
aim to showcase various aspects of Hungarian and international
art, architecture, cultural history, and music.

Some of these buildings like the Museum of Ethnography and
House of Music Hungary have already been completed and have
attracted a lot of attention in the international press and have
won a lot of international awards. The House of Music Hungary
for example won the jury’s main prize on 17 March 2022 in
Cannes at the world'’s leading and most highly esteemed property
industry exhibition, MIPIM Awards, also called the ,Oscar of
property industry”. The Sou Fujimoto- -designed House of Music had
previously been recognized among the best at the high-ranking
International Property Awards in London and the American Music
Cities Awards, while CNN, World . Architecture, and the leading
International event guide, Time Out m: dgazine, named it one of the
world’s ten most anticipated buildings,

Since the Frank Gehry-designed Guggenheim Museum was
inaugurated in Bilbao most urban planners bear in mind the so-
called ,Bilbao Effect”. Even if the two cases cannot be compared,
since Budapest already gives place to more than 70 museums,
unique architecture and is also ranked the 7th best cultural
destination (Tripadvisor 2023), the initiators of the project calculate
that the new musewn district after its completion will generate
close to a million more visitors annually thanks to its unique
architecture and cultural offer.

In September 2023, the Liget Budapest Project will be one of the
guests at the Seoul Biennale of Architecture and Urbanism which
provides a special opportunity to learn more about the project and
perhaps set an example for the city of Seoul, which is now ahead of
redeveloping its historic Yongsan base.
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Liszt Institute - Hungarian Cultural Center Seoul




